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Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), India, established in 1942, is
an autonomous Society with the Prime Minister of India as its President. An
ensemble of 37 state-of-the-art institutes and 3 distinct units, CSIR is amongst
the foremost scientific and industrial research organizations in the world.

On July 25, 1948, Karaikudi, a hitherto bleak and desolate village in Tamil Nadu,
wore a festive look. A mammoth crowd of more than a lakh people gathered to
witness the ushering in of a new era in Indian science. It was the day the CSIR-
Central Electrochemical Research Institute (CSIR-CECRI) was founded at
Karaikudi. The institute took roots in the patriotic fervour of RM. Alagappa
Chettiar, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and Dr. Shanthi Swarup Bhatnagar. Fast
forward five years, on January 14, 1953, the institution became a reality when Dr.
S. Radhakrishnan dedicated CSIR-CECRI, the 12th national laboratory under the
Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), to the nation.

Also known as CSIR Jigyasa program, an initiative taken during the Platinum
Jubilee year which came as an inspiration by Honorable Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's vision of new India and ‘Scientific Social Responsibility (SSR) for CSIR. The
objective of Jigyasa is to extend the classroom learning by focusing on well-
planned research laboratory based learning for school students.
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